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Relativity and Revelation: A Biblical Reflection on Einstein’s Vision of
Reality

Einstein’s theory of relativity stands as one of the most profound scientific achievements of
the modern age. It reshaped humanity’s understanding of space, time, matter, and gravity,
revealing a universe far more complex and interconnected than previously imagined. Yet
while relativity belongs to the domain of physics, its conceptual insights invite deeper
reflection. When placed alongside biblical teaching, not as a competitor but as a conversation
partner, it opens up fruitful avenues for theological reflection on the nature of reality, God,
and human understanding.

Relativity and the Nature of Time

One of the most striking features of Einstein’s work is the claim that time is not absolute. In
special relativity, time slows down for objects moving at high speed; in general relativity,
time is affected by gravity. Time, therefore, is flexible, not fixed.

This insight resonates—though at a different level—with the biblical portrayal of God’s
relationship to time. Scripture consistently presents God as existing beyond human temporal
limitations. As the apostle Peter writes, “With the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a
thousand years as one day” (2 Peter 3:8). While relativity shows that time varies within the
universe, the Bible goes further, declaring that God stands above time altogether as its
Creator. What science discovers within creation, Scripture attributes ultimately to the
Creator’s transcendence.

Relativity and the Question of Absolutes

Einstein’s theory also removes the idea of a fixed, universal frame of reference. Motion is
always relative; there is no single physical standpoint from which all movement can be
measured absolutely.

At first glance, this might seem to support a broader relativism. Yet the biblical worldview
moves in the opposite direction. While denying any ultimate physical reference point,
Scripture affirms a personal and absolute one: God Himself. As Paul declares, “In Him we
live and move and have our being” (Acts 17:28). Thus, where physics finds no absolute
within the created order, theology locates ultimate reality in the Creator. The absence of
physical absolutes does not imply the absence of ultimate truth; rather, it points beyond the
material world to its grounding in God.

The Unity of Spacetime and the Coherence of Creation
Einstein unified space and time into a single fabric—spacetime—demonstrating that they are

inseparably linked. This was a radical shift from earlier thought, which treated them as
independent realities.
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In a parallel way, Scripture presents creation as a unified, coherent whole, sustained by God.
Paul writes of Christ, “He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together”
(Colossians 1:17). The scientific discovery of deep structural unity within the universe echoes
the biblical affirmation that creation is not fragmented or accidental, but ordered and upheld
by divine purpose.

Gravity and the “Weight” of Glory

General relativity describes gravity not as a force but as the curvature of spacetime caused by
mass. The greater the mass, the more it bends the fabric of reality.

While Scripture does not speak in physical terms about gravity, it offers a striking
metaphorical parallel in its concept of glory. The Hebrew word kavod literally means
“weight” or “heaviness.” God’s glory, in this sense, carries a kind of ultimate significance
that shapes reality. Though not a scientific claim, the analogy is suggestive: just as mass
shapes physical space, so the presence and character of God shape the moral and spiritual
structure of existence.

Hidden Power: From Mass—Energy to Divine Paradox
Einstein’s famous equation reveals that matter contains immense energy:
E =mc"2

This principle—that tremendous power can be hidden within what appears small—finds a
striking echo in biblical teaching. Jesus compares the kingdom of God to a mustard seed, the
smallest of seeds that grows into a great tree (Matthew 13:31-32). Likewise, Paul writes,
“My power is made perfect in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9). In both cases, reality is not as
it first appears; hidden potential and unexpected transformation lie beneath the surface.

Light, Reality, and Revelation

In relativity, even light—often thought of as constant and unchanging—is affected by gravity,
bending as it passes massive objects. This challenges intuitive assumptions about the stability
of the physical world.

In Scripture, light serves as a central metaphor for truth and divine revelation: “The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it” (John 1:5). While physics
studies light as a measurable phenomenon, the Bible uses it to describe the unveiling of truth
and the presence of God. Both perspectives, in different ways, point to light as fundamental
to understanding reality.

The Limits of Human Understanding
Perhaps one of the most important implications of relativity is epistemological. The universe
does not conform to human intuition; reality behaves in ways that stretch the limits of

ordinary understanding.

This aligns closely with biblical teaching on human limitation. God declares through Isaiah,
“My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways” (Isaiah 55:8-9). Both
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science and Scripture call for humility—science before the complexity of creation, and
theology before the mystery of the Creator.

Conclusion

Einstein’s theory of relativity and the biblical worldview operate in distinct domains, yet they
need not be isolated from one another. Relativity reveals a universe that is dynamic,
interconnected, and resistant to simplistic explanation. Scripture reveals a creation that is
purposeful, sustained, and grounded in the character of God.

When read together, they offer a richer vision of reality. Science explores the structure of the
universe; Scripture discloses its meaning. Relativity shows that the world is more intricate
than it appears, while the Bible directs us to the One in whom that complexity finds its
ultimate coherence. In this way, the insights of Einstein can serve not as a challenge to faith,
but as an invitation to deeper wonder at the created order and the God who stands behind it.

Einstein’s theory of relativity does not prove the existence of a Creator—but it can be
interpreted in ways that are consistent with and supportive of the idea of a Creator,
especially when viewed philosophically and theologically rather than strictly scientifically.

Here are several key ways relativity can be seen to support or resonate with belief in a
Creator:

1. The Beginning of the Universe
General relativity led directly to modern cosmology and the discovery that the universe is

expanding. This implies that:

1. The universe had a beginning (the Big Bang)

2. Space, time, and matter all came into existence together

Theological significance:
e This aligns closely with the biblical idea: “In the beginning...” (Genesis 1:1)

e [f time itself began, then the cause of the universe must be outside time—a key
attribute of God

2. Space and Time Are Created, Not Eternal

Relativity shows that space and time are not absolute or eternal realities—they are flexible
and dependent on matter and energy.

Theological implication:
e This supports the idea that the universe is contingent (dependent), not self-existing
e The Bible teaches that God is eternal, while creation is not (Psalm 90:2)

Conclusion:
If space and time are not ultimate, something beyond them must be.
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3. The Deep Order and Mathematical Structure of Reality

Relativity reveals that the universe operates according to precise mathematical laws of great
elegance and consistency.

Theological reflection:
e Such order suggests intelligibility and rationality
e Many have argued that this points toward a rational Mind behind the universe

Einstein himself remarked on the “unreasonable effectiveness of mathematics” in describing
reality.

4. The Fine-Tuned Universe

Relativity is part of a broader picture in which the universe depends on finely balanced
constants (e.g., speed of light, gravitational strength).

e Small changes in these values would make life impossible
Theological implication:

e This suggests fine-tuning, often interpreted as evidence of intentional design

5. Contingency and Dependence
Relativity shows that:
e Time depends on motion and gravity
e Space is shaped by matter
e Nothing in the physical universe is self-sufficient
Philosophical implication:
e The universe appears dependent and relational, not self-grounding

e This supports the idea of a necessary being (God) who is not dependent

6. The Limits of Human Understanding
Relativity shows that reality is:
e Counterintuitive
e Beyond everyday perception
e Only partially grasped through advanced theory

Theological resonance:
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e Scripture emphasizes that ultimate reality (God) exceeds human understanding (Isaiah
55:8-9)

This encourages epistemological humility, opening space for faith.

7. A Universe That Is Not Self-Explaining
Even with relativity, key questions remain:
e Why does the universe exist at all?
e Why these laws rather than others?
e Why is it intelligible?
Relativity describes how the universe works, but not why it exists.
Theological answer:

e The Bible answers the “why” in terms of creation by God

Conclusion

Einstein’s theory of relativity does not function as a proof of God, but it undermines purely
materialistic explanations and strengthens several lines of thought that are compatible with
belief in a Creator:

e The universe has a beginning

e Space and time are not ultimate

e Reality is ordered and intelligible

® The cosmos appears finely tuned

e The universe is dependent, not self-existent

Taken together, these insights make belief in a Creator philosophically reasonable and
scientifically coherent, even if not scientifically demonstrable.
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