THE REVOLUTION BETRAYED AND WHAT CAN BE DONE.

The question of how Christianity may have strayed from Christ's original plan is a topic that
has been debated for centuries, with various perspectives shaped by theological, historical,
and cultural lenses. Some argue that early Christianity, which was more radical and rooted
in the teachings of Jesus, eventually became institutionalized in ways that diluted or
distorted its original message. IT ALSO TOUCHES UPON REVELATION BECAUSE PEOPLE HAVE
CONFUSED TRADITION WITH BIBLICAL TEACHING, THUS NO CHANGE IS POSSIBLE.

Early Christianity: The Radical Teachings of Jesus

Jesus' teachings, as recorded in the Gospels, emphasized love, compassion, humility, and
justice. He advocated for the poor and marginalized, opposed legalistic interpretations of
religious law, and taught a way of life centred on radical forgiveness and nonviolence. His
vision was of a "kingdom of God," which was not a political regime but a spiritual reality
where the last would be first, and the powerful would be humbled. He called the church to
go to every Acts 1:8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.”

Christianity is not the first nor will be the last revolution. They have all and come and gone.
In fact, the great historian lbn Khaldun estimated that all revolutions last only two
generations, about 75 years.

SOME REVOLUTIONS BETRAYED

The Russian Revolution of February 1917 was a defining moment in world history. The Russian
people had been suffering for decades from a devastating famine in 1890, with the government
failing to provide aid to the peasants. World War | only added to the growing discontent, with the
loss of lives, hunger, and civil war eventually leading to the overthrow of the Czar and his family.
Communism replaced the Russian Empire, ushering in a period of significant revolutionary changes.
However, the subsequent revolution broke into many factions, and conflict between the Bolsheviks
and other political movements ensued, leading to internal discord.

Christianity has also experienced several significant schisms where revolutionary teachings failed to
unite its followers. The split between the Greek and Syrian churches arose from disagreements over
various scriptural interpretations. This led to the emergence of the Roman Catholic Church, which
established centralized control over its clergy, leading to its domination of Western Europe. The
Syrian church, on the other hand, broke into what we know today as the Orthodox Church,
developing various localized interpretations without centralized control. The Protestant movement,
which arose from a rebellion of Germanic clergy, has continued to split and deviate from the central
teachings of Jesus Christ.

Christ's last appeal to his church was to spread the gospel to every nation, tribe, tongue, and people.
However, the church became complacent, focusing on consolidating its power and becoming
authoritative rather than spreading the gospel. German educational teachings led to a desire within



Protestantism to become academically competent, leading to a shift from biblical to philosophical
studies in theological training. In response, evangelicals took an approach of using only the Bible,
resulting in the loss of common knowledge and rational thinking, with Bible verses replacing sound
reasoning.

Looking back at the early church, the radical movement that had withstood persecution and
remained obedient to Christ's commands eventually accommodated the prevalent culture of the
Holy Roman Empire. Christianity became a Christian version of Rome, with saints being replaced by
senators, missionaries by magistrates, and persecution by pleasure. The culture eventually won out,
leading to the loss of the church's revolutionary spirit

Throughout history, many revolutions have started with radical ideals, only to change or
compromise themselves due to internal struggles, external pressures, or the realities of
governance. Here’s a list of notable revolutions that evolved or betrayed their original goals:

1. The French Revolution (1789-1799)
Initial Goal: Liberty, equality, fraternity—abolishing monarchy and feudalism to
create a democratic republic.

e Compromised How? The revolution descended into the Reign of Terror under
Robespierre, leading to mass executions. Eventually, it gave way to Napoleon’s
dictatorship in 1799, replacing one form of absolute rule with another.

2. The Russian Revolution (1917)

o Initial Goal: A classless society free from oppression and imperial rule.

e Compromised How? Lenin’s Bolsheviks suppressed opposition immediately. Stalin
later turned the revolution into a totalitarian regime, with purges, forced
collectivisation, and mass state control instead of worker-led socialism.

3. The Chinese Communist Revolution (1949)

o Initial Goal: A socialist society based on equality, land redistribution, and an end to
feudal landlordism.

e Compromised How? Mao’s Great Leap Forward and Cultural Revolution led to mass
starvation, purges, and state-led oppression, while later leaders (like Deng Xiaoping)
embraced capitalist reforms, betraying the original communist ideals.

4. The Iranian Revolution (1979)

o Initial Goal: Overthrow the corrupt Shah and establish a just and free Islamic society.

e Compromised How? Many revolutionary factions (liberals, socialists, Islamists)
initially cooperated, but Ayatollah Khomeini’s hard-line faction purged secularists
and opposition groups, establishing an authoritarian theocracy.

5. The Cuban Revolution (1959)

o Initial Goal: Overthrow Batista’s dictatorship and establish a fair, democratic society.



e Compromised How? Instead of democracy, Fidel Castro installed a one-party
communist state, suppressing opposition and aligning with the Soviet Union, leading
to economic hardship and political repression.

6. The American Revolution (1775-1783)

o Initial Goal: Freedom from British rule and the creation of a democratic republic
based on liberty and equality.

e Compromised How? The new government continued slavery despite its rhetoric about
freedom, and power remained in the hands of elites rather than extending broadly to
all citizens. Now fake news is eating away at trust.

7. The Arab Spring (2010-2012)

o Initial Goal: Democracy, human rights, and an end to authoritarian rule across the
Middle East.

e Compromised How? In many countries, revolutionary gains were reversed—Egypt
returned to military rule, Syria collapsed into civil war, and Libya remained unstable.
Only Tunisia had some success, though it later faced democratic backsliding.

8. The Velvet Revolution & Post-Soviet Revolutions (1989—-2004)

e Initial Goal: Democracy, freedom, and economic reform in post-communist states.

e Compromised How? Many former Soviet states became authoritarian again, with
Russia reverting to strongman rule under Putin, and oligarchs taking control of much
of the economy. Rome fell in the same way as younger tribes invaded.

Why Do Revolutions Compromise Themselves?

Power Struggles: Revolutionary leaders often turn against each other.

External Threats: Foreign interventions or economic pressures force compromises.
Utopian Ideals vs. Reality: Ideals clash with the practical need for governance.
Corruption and Authoritarianism: Leaders use power for personal gain or control.
Popular Exhaustion: People grow tired of chaos and accept stability over ideals.
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HOW CHRISTIANITY TRANSFORMED THE WORLD.

1. Freedom

2. Religious Liberty

3. Justice

4. Protecting Life -

5. The Dignity of Women
6. Philanthropy

7. Healthcare

8. Education for All



9. The Creation Mandate and the Value of Work
10. History: The Triumph of Christ
From the time it was born Christianity was faced with political and cultural attacks.

Rome was a super power and built upon slavery and war. It was corrupt and invincible. The message
of the Christian church transformed it and other religious faiths.

Spreading through the trade routes and reaching westwards to Ireland and eastwards to Japan it
rose to challenge evil, poverty suffering and oppression. Not by might but by a simple message “this
is the Kingdom of Jesus Christ not those of sick men.

Basically it said and still says today, “This is not your Kingdom, but of Christ. He stands in judgement
of what you do, what you say and what you allow”. It may not be today but it will be one day. Either
on earth or in the afterlife we all will stand in awe of his Wisdom and wrath.

So what did Christianity in the name of Christ achieve. Sharon James tells a wonderful story in her
book “HOW CHRISTIANITY TRANSFORMED THE WORLD. Published by Christian Focus Publications
Ltd. Earn Scotland.

Errata is a lovely word. It leaves us with the idea that things do go wrong no matter what. The same
can be said of Christianity. Things went wrong. Politics took over the church. Evil was allowed, wars
were fought, society became hypocritical, corrupted and made hostage to all dictators and power
hungry religious people. Empire arose on the back of the church with its permission and collusion,
syncretism of the worst kind watered down the mandate it was originally given and brilliant minds
laughed at its naiveté and simplicity, preferring phyllophytes of such complications that it failed
them.

Hitler was known to be a Christian, The Popes also, Stalin was a choir boy. Through no fault of its
own the church was coerced, tricked, dazzled but worldly jewels that took it away from its calling.
This only led to counter revolution and constantly the church reverts back to the primitive teachings
of it founder Jesus Christ through revival and persecution.

1. Freedom

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed
me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to
proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight
to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed ...
Luke 4:18,

Joseph Kim was four years old when the great famine struck North Korea in 1994. Over a million
North Koreans would die of starvation in the following years. Joseph's dad was one of them. His
mother escaped to China, hoping to earn money to send back to her family. Joseph never saw her
again. Aged sixteen, with nothing to lose, he risked his life by crossing the border to China.

As | write, in early 2020, North Korea is probably the least-free country on earth. The government
exerts a totalitarian control by means of a network of concentration camps and wide-spread
arrests. Those who attempt to escape over the border to China are often caught and sent back to



these concentration camps, or to execution. If they do elude capture in China, they are often told:
Took for the Cross!'

For even though Christians in China are themselves under severe pressure from the authorities,
many take huge personal risks to help refugees from North Korea.2 Joseph, who had never heard of
Christianity, was helped by such believers. He eventually reached freedom in the United States. Ttt
Airong, a Chinese Christian, was sentenced to twenty years' imprisonment for his role in helping
North Korean refugees escape to Thailand.' He, and many other Christians, willingly run such risks
because they believe that human beings made in God's image have dignity and should enjoy
freedom.

Many people assume that the liberty and justice that we take for granted today are the results of
secular thinking. In reality, the liberties and rights that we value in free societies are to a great
degree based on the biblical conviction that all humans, made in God's image, are equal in dignity
(Gen. 1:26-7).4

The Battle against slavery continues today all over the world. It is inherent in the human heart to
dominate the weak and to make profit out of their labour.

The Betrayal of this Vision:
1. Institutionalization and the Roman Empire

One of the most significant shifts came with the conversion of the Roman Emperor
Constantine in the early 4th century. In its original form Christianity overcame a violent and
cruel beyond measure system. So much so that the rulers had to join forces with the new
movement, it had become so popular. Constantine's embrace of Christianity and the
subsequent Edict of Milan (313 AD) legalized the religion and began its transformation from
a persecuted minority faith into an institutionalized religion with state power. By the time of
the Council of Nicaea in 325 AD, Christianity had begun to take on a more hierarchical,
bureaucratic structure.

Many critics argue that this marriage of Christianity and imperial power marked a
profound departure from Jesus’ original message. Instead of being a movement of the
oppressed, Christianity became intertwined with political authority, leading to the church
wielding power over the masses, sometimes in ways antithetical to Christ's teachings on
humility and service. Its success and popularity was its downfall.

2. Theological Shifts: From Radical Love to Doctrine and Control

Early Christianity was a diverse movement, with various interpretations of Jesus'
teachings. However, as the church became more centralized, orthodoxy became more rigid.
The development of creeds, councils, and official dogmas, while important for theological
clarity, also had the effect of marginalizing those who did not conform to the "official"
version of Christianity, causing splits and conflicts in the Church.



Some would argue that this institutional focus on theological correctness—often enforced
by power—moved Christianity away from its more inclusive, love-driven origins. Christ's
emphasis on personal transformation, radical equality, and compassion became
overshadowed by doctrinal debates and the enforcement of orthodoxy.

3. The Crusades and Religious Violence

Perhaps one of the most glaring departures from Jesus' message of peace and nonviolence
was the church’s involvement in wars, such as the Crusades (11th-13th centuries). These
were military campaigns sanctioned by the church to reclaim the Holy Land from Muslim
control. The Crusades, and later the Inquisition, showcased a church that was willing to use
violence to achieve its aims, in stark contrast to the pacifism and forgiveness that Jesus
modelled.

This shift from Jesus’ command to “love your enemies” (Matthew 5:44) to the violent
pursuit of religious and political goals represents, to many, a profound betrayal of his
original vision, as well as ensuring long lasting divisions, hatred and conflict.

4. Accumulation of Wealth and Power

As the church grew, so did its wealth and influence. By the Middle Ages, the Roman
Catholic Church had become one of the most powerful institutions in Europe, owning vast
lands and accumulating significant wealth. The church’s focus on material riches and
political authority stood in stark contrast to the life of Jesus, who taught about the dangers
of wealth and the virtues of simplicity and poverty (e.g., Matthew 19:21: "If you want to be
perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor"). There were occasional outbursts of
the original vision as seen in St. Francis and Raymond Lull.

The opulence of the church during this period, with its grand cathedrals and luxurious
clergy lifestyles, alienated many believers who saw this as a betrayal of Christ’s call to
humility and service.

5. Reformation and Protestant Critique

The Protestant Reformation of the 16th century, led by figures like Martin Luther and John
Calvin, was in part a reaction against what reformers saw as the corruption and moral decay
within the Catholic Church. The sale of indulgences, which promised remission of sins in
exchange for money, was one example of how the church had strayed from its spiritual
roots into practices that seemed more concerned with power and profit than salvation and
righteousness.

The Reformers sought to return to the teachings of Scripture, emphasizing personal faith,
grace, and a direct relationship with God over and against the institutionalized church’s
authority. While this movement brought about significant changes, some argue that even
Protestantism eventually fell into similar patterns of institutionalization and doctrinal
control. However, it became a Germanic cultural rejection of a southern European form of
Christianity. Lack of missions teaching took place.

6. Modern Critiques: Social Justice and Wealth



In modern times, critics continue to argue that Christianity has strayed from Jesus'
teachings, especially in areas of social justice. The rise of prosperity theology, particularly in
some evangelical circles, which teaches that faith can lead to material wealth, seems far
removed from Jesus’ message of sacrifice and care for the poor. Care for the poor became a
necessity to avoid social reactions to poverty, unemployment and loss of the labour force.

Similarly, the church's sometimes tepid response to issues like racism, inequality, and
environmental destruction is seen by some as a failure to live out the radical love and justice
that Jesus embodied. The growing wealth and political influence of some religious leaders
often raise concerns about how far the church has drifted from the values of humility and
service, as seen in slavery. In more recent times there has been an explosion in sexual sins
and their cover by church leaders. This has brought division into the church and loss of
members.

Hope for Renewal?

Despite these critiques, many Christians believe that the essence of Christ’s teachings has
not been lost but rather obscured over time by power, wealth, and institutionalism.
Throughout history, movements of renewal, such as monasticism, the Protestant
Reformation, and various liberation theologies, have sought to reclaim the core message of
Jesus: love, compassion, justice, and humility. The removal of the Bishops sitting in the
House of lords would set the church freer from a privileged position and compromise.

In conclusion, while many believe that the institutional church has often strayed from the
radical teachings of Jesus, there remains within Christianity a continual thread of reform and
renewal. At its heart, the faith continues to inspire millions to live lives of love, service, and
compassion—just as Christ taught.

If a "reinstallation" of the original vision of Christ—a revolution based on His teachings of
radical love, humility, justice, and compassion—were to occur, it would likely bring
significant shifts in both the structure and culture of modern Christianity and possibly
society at large. Such a revolution would attempt to align the practices, values, and
priorities of Christian communities with the essence of Jesus' teachings. Here are several
potential changes and outcomes that could result from this movement:

1. A Radical Return to Simplicity and Humility

- Wealth and Power De-emphasized: The church, which in many cases has accumulated
significant wealth and political influence, would shift its focus away from materialism and
hierarchy. Opulent cathedrals, luxurious clergy lifestyles, and the pursuit of political power
would likely be replaced by a radical embrace of simplicity. Christian communities would
seek to model the humility of Jesus, prioritizing the needs of the poor, oppressed, and
marginalized over their own institutional growth and power.

- Decentralization of Authority: The institutional hierarchy of the church—particularly in its
most centralized forms, like the Roman Catholic papacy or other formal ecclesiastical
structures—would likely be reformed. Leadership might become more collaborative and
focused on serving communities rather than wielding top-down control. Clergy would act as
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servants to the people, reflecting Jesus’ example of washing the feet of his disciples (John
13:1-17). The teaching of the priesthood of all believers wold be allowed to emerge and play
its role in the church.

2. A Shift Toward Nonviolence and Peace-making

- Abolition of Religious Endorsement of War: One of the most transformative aspects of
reinstating Christ's original message would likely involve a return to radical nonviolence.
Jesus' teachings on loving enemies (Matthew 5:44) and turning the other cheek (Matthew
5:39) would lead to a clear rejection of Christian involvement in war or violent conflicts. The
church would no longer justify violence, including state-sanctioned violence or military
action, under the guise of "just war" theory.

- Focus on Conflict Resolution and Reconciliation: Churches would take an active role in
global peace-making efforts, offering conflict mediation and working to heal divisions.
Christian communities would engage in restorative justice practices, focusing on healing
rather than punishment, and leading the charge against social and political violence. This
occasionally manifests itself as seen in Ghandi (a lover of the New Testament and the
Sermon on the Mount, Nelson Mandela and others like them.

3. Social Justice as a Core Mission

- Championing the Poor and Marginalized: The original revolution would place the poor,
oppressed, and marginalized at the centre of Christian mission, as Jesus did in his ministry.
Churches would be hubs of social justice activism, advocating for economic equality,
workers' rights, and an end to systemic poverty. Instead of simply providing charity, they
would work toward dismantling the structures of inequality that create poverty in the first
place. This is at times costly, as seen in the murder of Bishops in Latin America

- Racial and Gender Equality: A renewed revolution would also address the issues of
racism, sexism, and other forms of discrimination within and outside the church. Rooted in
the belief that all are created in the image of God, the movement would push for full
equality and inclusion of all people, regardless of race, gender, or class. The church would
confront its past complicity in injustices like colonialism and slavery, leading efforts for
reparations and racial reconciliation.

4. A Focus on Environmental Stewardship

- Creation Care as Central to Christian Practice: Many of Jesus' teachings revolved around
living in harmony with God’s creation. A reinstated revolution would take the environmental
crisis seriously, making creation care a key element of Christian responsibility. Churches
would champion sustainable practices, oppose environmental degradation, and actively
work to protect the Earth as stewards of God’s creation. This could include opposition to
policies and industries that exploit natural resources irresponsibly, as well as advocating for
climate justice, especially for communities disproportionately affected by environmental
issues.

5. Rejection of Prosperity Theology and Consumerism



- Denouncing Prosperity Theology: Prosperity theology, which teaches that material
wealth is a sign of God’s favour, would be rejected outright in favour of teachings that
emphasize spiritual richness, self-sacrifice, and care for the poor. Jesus’ words about how
difficult it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God (Matthew 19:23-24) would guide
Christian attitudes toward wealth. The church would emphasize simplicity, generosity, and
the sharing of resources.

- Counter-Cultural to Consumerism: This revolution would resist the consumerist
tendencies that often infiltrate religious life, particularly in wealthier countries. Churches
would focus on community-building and selfless service rather than programs that cater to
individualistic desires or create entertainment-focused worship experiences. Big pharma
would not be allowed to poison the nation with sugars additives and other evil foodstuffs
that give profit to a few.

6. A Return to Personal and Communal Transformation

- Focus on Personal Spiritual Transformation: Christ’s original plan involved deep personal
transformation, calling individuals to radical holiness, love, and compassion. Churches would
refocus on spiritual disciplines—prayer, fasting, meditation on Scripture, and community
life—that foster inner change. Personal transformation would lead to communal
transformation, where the love and generosity of individuals would create vibrant, just, and
loving communities. The Christianisation of Islam wold be accelerated by winning hearts and
minds.

- Deep Sense of Community: Christian communities would foster a stronger sense of
mutual care and support, inspired by the early church's model in Acts 2:44-47, where
believers shared their possessions, met daily, and cared for each other’s needs. The focus
would shift from large, impersonal congregations to smaller, intentional communities that
emphasize relational connections, hospitality, and shared life. Gang warfare would melt
away

7. Reclaiming the Revolutionary Message of the Kingdom of God

- Kingdom of God as a Present Reality: The reinstated revolution would emphasize the
present reality of the Kingdom of God, as preached by Jesus. This kingdom is not just a
future heavenly realm but a way of living here and now, where love, justice, peace, and
mercy reign. Christians would focus less on escaping to heaven and more on bringing the
principles of God’s kingdom into daily life—fighting injustice, healing the broken, and loving
the outcasts. True persecution & imprisonment might initially increase but change would
occur

- Challenge to Power Structures: The revolutionary message of Jesus was a challenge to
the religious and political power structures of his day. A reinstated revolution would likely
mean challenging modern systems of power and oppression—whether political, economic,
or social. This might lead to conflict with existing authorities, just as Jesus' message did.
Christians would engage in nonviolent resistance, civil disobedience, and other forms of
activism to oppose injustice and bring about systemic change.



8. Restoration of Interfaith and Ecumenical Dialogue

- Building Bridges Across Faiths: Jesus’ original mission was inclusive and compassionate,
reaching out to people beyond religious and cultural boundaries. A reinstallation of this
vision would lead to increased efforts for interfaith dialogue, collaboration, and
understanding. The church would seek common ground with other religious traditions in
efforts to work for peace, justice, and care for creation. it might initially be seen as a
compromise and dilution of the gospel but eventually become transformative.

- Christian Unity: The division between various Christian denominations would be
addressed. A return to Christ’s original message would likely inspire ecumenical efforts to
heal divisions and emphasize the common mission of following Jesus, transcending doctrinal
and institutional differences. Love and respect might breakout whilst practising these
distinctives.

Conclusion: A Radical, Transformative Movement

Reinstalling the revolution of Christ’s original teachings would bring profound changes to
the way Christianity operates today. It would likely cause conflict with entrenched systems
of wealth, power, and privilege, but it would also inspire a more authentic, radical, and
transformative expression of faith—one that prioritizes love, justice, peace, and humility
above all else. This revolution would not only transform the church but also have a ripple
effect on society, challenging existing power structures and advocating for a world more
aligned with the values of the Kingdom of God.

CONTEXTUALISATION OF THE REFORMED CHURCH

The Reformation was a significant turning point in the culture in European history, marking the first
major impact on Europe since the advent of Christianity in the region. Over time, the church had
become deeply corrupted, with the papacy wielding excessive power and engaging in immoral
practices. The sale of indulgences was widespread, and Popes were known to father children with
their mistresses, further tainting the church's moral authority. Additionally, the papacy often
engaged in wars to preserve its position with the kings of Europe.

Before the Reformation, the Roman Catholic Church was perceived by many to have become
significantly corrupt, with several key issues contributing to this view:

1. Simony: The selling of church offices and roles was rampant.

2. Indulgences: One of the most notorious practices was the selling of indulgences. This
commercialization of forgiveness was seen as a major abuse and contributed significantly to the call
for reform.

3. Pluralism and Absenteeism: Many church officials held multiple church offices simultaneously.
This led to neglect of pastoral care and a lack of proper spiritual guidance for the laity.

4. Moral Decay: The moral conduct of many clergy members was in question.
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5. Nepotism: Church positions were often given to relatives of high-ranking church officials
regardless of their qualifications.

6. Financial Exploitation: The Church imposed various taxes and fees on the faithful, including tithes
and fees for sacraments.

7. Lack of Education and Training: Many priests were poorly educated and lacked the necessary
training to provide proper spiritual guidance.

The culmination of these issues in Europe and Britain created a widespread perception that the
Church was more interested in material wealth and power than in spiritual guidance and moral
leadership. This environment of corruption and abuse of power played a significant role in desiring a
reformation. Reformers like Martin Luther, Calvin and Zwingli called for a return to what they saw as
the true teachings of Christianity and a rejection of the corrupt practices of the Catholic Church.

During this period, the rise of Islam cut Europe off from Asian trade routes, which had previously
been a source of great wealth, knowledge and sciences take by the Arabs from Greek texts. Europe
entered the Dark Ages, characterized by widespread poverty, disease, ignorance, and gullibility. This
economic and cultural decline prompted many moral and intellectual leaders to turn back to
memories of better days to Greek philosophy and New Testament teachings in an effort to reform
their society by rejecting the Latin errors that had crept in and offer changes in the church.

This movement, known as the Renaissance, and later on became the Enlightenment in Europe (with
a strong emphasis on France) during the late 17th and the 18th centuries, or, more
comprehensively, between the Glorious Revolution in 1688 and the French Revolution of 1789.

The rise of Islam had a multifaceted impact on the context in which the Reformation eventually took
place. While the Reformation itself was primarily a response to internal issues within the Catholic
Church, the rise of Islam influenced Europe in several significant ways that indirectly set the stage for
the religious upheavals of the 16th century:

1. Cultural and Intellectual Exchange: The Islamic Golden Age, spanning roughly from the 8th to the
14th centuries, saw significant advancements in science, philosophy, medicine, and the arts. Islamic
scholars preserved and expanded upon the knowledge of ancient Greece and Rome. This body of
knowledge later filtered into Europe, especially during the Renaissance, through translations of
Arabic texts. This intellectual revitalization encouraged critical thinking and a questioning spirit,
which eventually influenced European scholars and reformers.

2. Military Threat and Political Context: The expansion of the Ottoman Empire into south eastern
Europe and the fall of Constantinople in 1453 were significant events that influenced European
politics. The military threat posed by the Ottomans required European states to unite against a
common enemy, but it also distracted the Catholic Church and European monarchs, sometimes
making them less able to suppress emerging reformist ideas.

3. Economic Impact: The control of key trade routes by Islamic empires, especially after the fall of
Constantinople, motivated European powers to seek new trade routes to Asia. This led to the Age of
Exploration. The resulting economic changes increased the wealth and power of certain European
nations and merchants, who often supported reformist ideas and challenged the political and
economic power of the Church. This also created a new wave of missionary movements, hearing of
peoples needing the God of Mercy.
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4. Religious Polemics: The presence of Islam as a powerful and rival religious and political force
influenced Christian theological debates. The contrast between Christian and Islamic teachings
sometimes led to internal reflections and criticisms within Christianity. Reformers like Martin Luther
saw the perceived moral and spiritual decline of Christianity as weakening it in the face of Islamic
expansion.

5. Printing and Spread of Ideas: The invention of the printing press by Johannes Gutenberg in the
mid-15th century was crucial for the spread of Reformation ideas. This technology had roots in
earlier advances in the Islamic world, such as paper-making. The ability to print and distribute
literature quickly and widely enabled reformers to disseminate their ideas more effectively.

The network of Reformers in Europe and the UK during the Reformation was characterized by its
diversity, interconnectedness, and shared commitment to addressing perceived corruptions and
doctrinal issues within the Catholic Church. This network was not monolithic but rather consisted of
various groups and individuals with differing views on theology and church practice. Here are some
key aspects of this network:

1. Intellectual Exchange: Reformers were often well-educated and engaged in extensive
correspondence with one another. They shared ideas, writings, and theological arguments through
letters, books, and pamphlets. The printing press played a crucial role in this exchange, allowing for
rapid dissemination of Reformation literature across Europe.

2. Regional Hubs of Reformation Thought: Different regions in Europe became centres of
Reformation activity. For instance, Wittenberg in Germany was a major hub due to Martin Luther's
influence. Geneva became another focal point under John Calvin, who established a strict and
influential form of Protestantism there. Zurich was significant due to Huldrych Zwingli's efforts. Each
of these centres had its own theological emphases but were connected through shared goals of
reform. Each interpreted the movement in the light of their own nation and culture.

3. Key Reformers and Their Networks:

- Martin Luther: His 95 Theses in 1517 sparked widespread debate and led to the growth of
Lutheranism. Luther's ideas spread quickly across Germany and beyond, influencing reformers in
other regions.

- John Calvin: A French theologian who settled in Geneva, Calvin's writings, especially "Institutes of
the Christian Religion," had a profound influence on the Reformation. He maintained a vast
correspondence with reformers across Europe, promoting a disciplined and systematic approach to
theology.

- Huldrych Zwingli: Operating in Zurich, Zwingli's reform efforts were concurrent with Luther's,
though they had theological differences, particularly on the Eucharist. Zwingli's followers eventually
merged with Calvinists to form the Reformed tradition.

- Thomas Cranmer: In England, Cranmer played a key role in the English Reformation, influencing
the development of Anglicanism and authoring the Book of Common Prayer.

4. Interconnections and Conferences: Reformers often met to discuss theological issues and
coordinate efforts. The Marburg Colloquy in 1529, for example, attempted to resolve differences
between Luther and Zwingli, though it ultimately failed to unify their movements completely.

5. Supportive Monarchs and Political Leaders: The Reformation gained traction in part due to the
support of sympathetic rulers. For instance, Frederick the Wise protected Martin Luther, allowing
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him to continue his work. In England, King Henry VIII's political break with Rome facilitated the
English Reformation, even though his motivations were more personal and political than theological.

6. Persecution and Martyrdom: Reformers often faced severe persecution, leading to martyrdom for
some. This persecution sometimes strengthened the resolve of reform movements, as martyrs were
seen as witnesses to the truth of the Reformation cause.

7. Common Themes: Despite their differences, reformers were united by several common themes:
a. return to the authority of Scripture (sola scriptura),

b. justification by faith alone (sola fide),

c. the priesthood of all believers,

d. and a rejection of certain Catholic practices and doctrines, such as the sale of indulgences and the
authority of the Pope.

The network of reformers was thus a complex web of individuals and groups working both
independently and collaboratively to reshape the religious landscape of Europe and the UK. Their
efforts laid the foundation for the diverse expressions of Protestantism that would emerge in the
following centuries.

The impact of World War | and World War Il on Reformed theology was profound, as these
cataclysmic events prompted significant theological reflection and shifts in emphasis among
Reformed theologians. Here are some key ways in which these wars influenced Reformed theology:

The rot begins again.
1. Crisis of Liberal Theology:

- Disillusionment with Human Progress: The devastation and moral failures of the World Wars led
to widespread disillusionment with the optimistic liberal theology that had dominated much of the
19th and early 20th centuries. This theology had emphasized human progress, the inherent
goodness of humanity, and the ability of reason and science to bring about a better world. The
horrors of the wars, particularly the systematic brutality and the Holocaust, starkly contradicted
these beliefs.

- Reassessment of Sin and Evil: The wars prompted a reassessment of the doctrines of sin and evil.
The scale of human depravity witnessed during these conflicts reinforced the Reformed emphasis on
total depravity and the pervasive effects of sin.

2. Neo-Orthodoxy:

- Karl Barth: One of the most significant theological responses to the World Wars was the rise of
Neo-Orthodoxy, particularly through the work of Karl Barth. Barth's reaction against the liberal
theology of his time led him to emphasize the transcendence and sovereignty of God, the centrality
of Christ, and the importance of Scripture. His *Church Dogmatics* profoundly influenced Reformed
theology and beyond, calling for a return to a theocentric view of the world and a renewed focus on
the revelation of God in Jesus Christ. These could be attributed to the unthinkable slaughter in the
trenches of the war.

- Emphasis on Revelation: Barth and other Neo-Orthodox theologians emphasized that true
knowledge of God comes only through divine revelation, not through human reason or experience.
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This was a significant shift from the more human-centred approaches of earlier liberal theology. Not
biblical but understandable.

3. Existential and Crisis Theology:

- Theology of Crisis: The experience of war led to what has been called "theology of crisis," which
highlighted the existential realities of human life, including suffering, mortality, and the apparent
absence of God in moments of profound distress. Theologians like Barth and Emil Brunner
articulated a theology that acknowledged the radical brokenness of the human condition and the
need for divine intervention.

- Dietrich Bonhoeffer: Another significant figure influenced by the wars was Dietrich Bonhoeffer.
His experiences during the Nazi regime and his participation in the resistance against Hitler
profoundly shaped his theology, particularly his ideas about the cost of discipleship, the church's role
in the world, and the nature of Christian witness in a hostile environment. His concept of
"religionless Christianity" and focus on living out faith authentically in a secular world were direct
responses to the crises of his time.

4. Ethical and Social Concerns:

- Social Justice: The wars brought to the forefront issues of social justice, human rights, and the
role of the church in addressing societal injustices. Reformed theology increasingly engaged with
these concerns, advocating for the church's involvement in peace-building, reconciliation, and the
pursuit of justice.

- Ecumenism: The global conflicts also encouraged greater ecumenical cooperation among
Christian denominations. The shared experiences of suffering and the need for unity in the face of
totalitarian regimes and widespread destruction fostered a spirit of ecumenism, leading to
movements like the formation of the World Council of Churches in 1948.

5. Reformed Theology in the Post-War Era:

- Contextual Theology: In the aftermath of the wars, Reformed theology began to take more
seriously the context in which theology is done. This included engaging with contemporary
philosophical, cultural, and political issues, leading to a more contextual and practical approach to
theology. Especially in the light of new knowledge gained from Empire and missions.

- Missional Focus: There was a renewed emphasis on the missional nature of the church,
understanding the church's mission as not only evangelistic but also as a call to witness to the
kingdom of God through acts of service, justice, and reconciliation.

The missionary movement has had a profound impact on Reformed teaching on the will of God,
influencing both theological reflection and practical ministry. Here are some key ways in which the
missionary movement has shaped Reformed understandings of God's will:

1. Global Perspective on God's Sovereignty:

- Expanding Horizons: The missionary movement expanded the geographical and cultural horizons
of Reformed theology. Encountering diverse cultures and religious beliefs prompted Reformed
theologians to reflect more deeply on the universality of God's sovereignty and the inclusive nature
of God's will. This led to a broader understanding of God’s plan for the whole world, rather than a
narrow focus on the Western context. The universal Christ was seen to have left bridges into other
faiths.
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- Providence and Mission: Reformed theology traditionally emphasizes God's providence and
sovereign will in all aspects of life. The missionary movement reinforced this by demonstrating how
God'’s providence extends to the global spread of the Gospel. Missionaries often saw their work as
part of God's sovereign plan to bring all nations into the knowledge of Christ.

2. Theological Development and Contextualization:

- Contextual Theology: As missionaries engaged with different cultures, there was a growing
recognition of the need to contextualize the Gospel message. This led to the development of
contextual theologies that sought to express Reformed doctrines in ways that were meaningful and
relevant to diverse cultural contexts. The will of God was thus seen as adaptable and
comprehensible within various cultural frameworks. The idea of cessationalism came under scrutiny
as missionaries experienced healings, witchcraft requiring power encounter and all faiths have the
story of sin, fall, and the hope of a coming deliverer. Most Presbyterian pastors in Korea for example
speak in tongues and encourage it as a norm. Ancestor worship became an issue as well.

- Cultural Sensitivity: The experience of missions highlighted the importance of cultural sensitivity
and the need to discern God's will in a way that respects and values local customs and traditions.
This encouraged a more nuanced understanding of how God's will is revealed and enacted in
different cultural settings.

3. Eschatological Vision and Hope:

- Kingdom of God: The missionary movement underscored the eschatological dimension of
Reformed theology, emphasizing the coming of God's kingdom. Missionaries often framed their
work within the larger narrative of God's redemptive plan for history, which includes the ultimate
fulfilment of God’s will in the establishment of a new heaven and new earth.

- Hope and Perseverance: The challenges and sacrifices associated with missionary work reinforced
the Reformed emphasis on hope and perseverance in the face of adversity. The belief in God's
sovereign will provided missionaries with the assurance that their efforts were part of God's eternal
purposes, even when immediate results were not evident.

4. Ethical Implications and Social Justice:

- Holistic Mission: The missionary movement increasingly embraced a holistic understanding of
mission, which included not only evangelism but also social justice, education, healthcare, and
community development. This broadened the Reformed understanding of God's will to include
concern for the whole person and society.

- Advocacy and Human Rights: Missionaries often encountered social injustices and human rights
abuses, prompting them to advocate for systemic change. This engagement with social issues led to
a deeper recognition within Reformed theology that seeking God's will involve active participation in
promoting justice and peace in the world.

5. Interfaith Dialogue and Religious Pluralism:

- Engagement with Other Faiths: The encounter with other religions through missionary work led
to increased dialogue and a more nuanced understanding of religious pluralism. Reformed
theologians began to explore the implications of God's will in a religiously diverse world,
emphasizing respect and understanding while maintaining the distinctiveness of the Christian
message. Bridges were also identified especially with Hinduism and Islam.
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- Theological Reflection: This engagement prompted deeper theological reflection on the nature of
salvation, revelation, and the extent of God's grace. Questions about the fate of those who have
never heard the Gospel and the role of other religions in God's plan became important topics of
discussion.

6. Missional Ecclesiology:

- Church as Missionary Community: The missionary movement reinforced the idea that the church
is inherently a missionary community, called to participate in God's mission (missio Dei) in the world.
This understanding of the church's identity and purpose has shaped Reformed ecclesiology,
emphasizing that discerning and doing God's will involve active engagement in mission. Cries came
“The world by the year 2000 AD” invigorated the participants and although never fulfilled it was a
useful stimulus.

- Local and Global Mission: Reformed churches have increasingly recognized that mission is not just
something that happens overseas but is also a call to local communities. This has led to a more
integrated approach to mission that sees the local and global dimensions as interconnected aspects
of fulfilling God's will. The science of missions is being taught toc congregations so that they also
know of the issues that are unfolding.

In summary, the missionary movement has significantly influenced Reformed teaching on the will of
God by broadening its global perspective, encouraging contextualization, reinforcing eschatological
hope, emphasizing ethical implications and social justice, fostering interfaith dialogue, and shaping a
missional understanding of the church. These impacts have led to a richer and more nuanced
understanding of God's will that is both deeply rooted in Reformed theology and responsive to the
realities of a diverse and interconnected world. As Luther and his associates contextualised the
church in their day from their Germanic worldview the need to continue that contextualisation is
imperative for survival and missions lies at the heart of that interpretation.

The priesthood of all believers allows for a greater involvement of congregations in decision making,
short term missions, retirement opportunities and the support of national workers to replace the
declining western missionary input.

The impact of World War | and World War Il on Reformed theology was significant, leading to a
rejection of overly optimistic liberal theology, a renewed focus on the doctrines of sin and divine
revelation, the rise of Neo-Orthodoxy, greater emphasis on social justice and ecumenism, and a
more contextual approach to theological reflection. These changes have shaped the trajectory of
Reformed theology in the 20th century and beyond.

While the rise of Islam was not a direct cause of the Reformation, it created an environment of
intellectual and political dynamism that influenced the broader context in which the Reformation
occurred. The cross-cultural exchanges, geopolitical pressures, and economic shifts that resulted
from the interaction between Christian Europe and the Islamic world helped to shape the conditions
that made the Reformation possible.

The ripple effects of these changes reached the United Kingdom, where they spurred social
transformations and laid the groundwork for the Industrial Revolution. However, the church once
again became entangled with government and high society, leading to corruption and the need for
another wave of reform. This period saw the rise of new movements, such as Methodism, which
sought to address these issues. Once again priests held much power over their congregations.

16



As society continued to modernize, the church struggled to keep pace. After World War |, this
disconnect became more pronounced, leading to a further decline in church attendance and
influence that persists to this day. In response to this decline, new movements emerged, such as the
house church movement, which sought to create a sense of community perceived to be lacking in
more doctrinally focused reformed churches. However, even these movements eventually waned,
giving rise to the charismatic movement, which brought significant changes to church practice and
belief. A reinterpretation of Biblical texts gave rise to a new spirituality.

This modernizing of society, driven by the media is exposing rifts within the church and particularly
the movement on gender changes. Change in the Anglican church may bring about a rift and thus
pen up the doors to a Reformation of the Reformation to bring it into modern interpretation.

The key to revitalizing the church, as history suggests, lies in a return to its missionary roots.
Throughout history, whenever the church has recommitted to its mission of reaching all peoples, it
has experienced renewal and growth. Missions is central to the church’s call to reach the world, and
the exploits, miracles, knowledge, and scientific advancements resulting from these efforts have
historically fed back into the sending lands, revitalizing the church and society as a whole.

CONTEXTUALISATION OF THEOLOGY

Contextualization in theology refers to the process of adapting and expressing Christian faith and
teachings within a particular cultural, social, or historical context. This ensures that the message of
the gospel remains relevant and understandable to people in diverse cultures and situations. The
practice has become increasingly important in today’s globalized world, where theology is no longer
confined to a single cultural or geographical setting. Here’s how it is used today:

1. Cultural Sensitivity and Inculturation

- Adaptation to Local Cultures: Contextual theology seeks to adapt Christian teachings to the
values, traditions, and experiences of local cultures. For example, African or Asian theology often
incorporates local philosophies, symbols, and practices to make the gospel more relatable. This
process is called Inculturation.

- Preserving Core Doctrines: The goal of contextualization is to communicate the unchanging truths
of Christianity without compromising its essential doctrines. Churches in different parts of the world
might express Christian beliefs using different rituals, art, or language that resonate with local
communities.

2. Social and Political Contexts

- Liberation Theology: This form of theology arose in Latin America in the 20th century and
emphasizes the gospel’s concern for the poor and oppressed. It interprets Christian teachings
through the lens of social justice, advocating for the marginalized by addressing poverty, oppression,
and inequality.

- Black Theology: In the United States, Black theology contextualizes the Christian faith within the
historical experience of African Americans, particularly slavery and racial injustice. It focuses on
liberation and empowerment within the context of systemic racism.

- Feminist Theology: Feminist theologians reinterpret the Christian faith to address issues of
gender inequality and patriarchy, arguing for greater equality and justice for women within both
religious and social spheres.
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3. Interfaith and Multicultural Contexts

- Dialogue with Other Religions: In multi-religious contexts, theologians engage in dialogue with
other faiths (e.g., Islam, Hinduism, or Buddhism) to find common ground, encourage peaceful
coexistence, and present the gospel in ways that respect other religious traditions.

- Syncretism vs. Authentic Adaptation: A major challenge is avoiding syncretism—blending religious
beliefs in ways that distort the core tenets of Christianity. Theological contextualization aims to
authentically engage with local cultures without diluting the gospel.

4. Postmodern and Secular Contexts

- Engaging Postmodern Worldviews: In postmodern contexts, where relativism, scepticism of
absolute truths, and individualism are common, theologians are tasked with presenting Christianity
in ways that speak to a more fragmented and pluralistic society. Apologetics, philosophical dialogue,
and ethical reflection often come into play in this context.

- Theology in Secular Societies: In highly secularized societies, theology has adapted to address the
spiritual and existential questions of people who may not be religious. This involves presenting the
gospel in a way that speaks to contemporary issues like environmentalism, human rights, and
scientific developments.

5. Global Christianity and Mission

- Mission in Cross-Cultural Settings: As Christianity spreads to non-Western regions, missionaries
are tasked with translating not just scripture but the broader Christian worldview in ways that
resonate with the local populace. Modern mission work emphasizes listening and learning from the
cultural context before preaching the gospel.

- Diaspora and Migration: The movement of people due to globalization, migration, and refugee
crises has brought diverse Christian communities into contact with one another. Theological
reflection in such contexts often focuses on hospitality, inclusion, and how to integrate various
cultural expressions of faith.

6. Technological and Digital Age

- Digital Theology: In the digital age, theology has adapted to the use of new media and online
platforms for spreading the gospel. The rise of virtual churches, online ministries, and digital
resources has led to the development of new approaches to faith formation, evangelism, and
community building, tailored to an increasingly interconnected and technology-driven world.

7. Ethical Contextualization

- Bioethics and Social Issues: Modern theology must grapple with rapidly changing ethical
dilemmas brought on by advancements in science and technology (e.g., genetic engineering, artificial
intelligence, and climate change). Contextual theology addresses these contemporary challenges by
applying Christian ethical principles in light of current knowledge and societal norms.

Conclusion

Contextualization in theology ensures that Christianity remains a living, dynamic faith that speaks to
the realities of today’s diverse, globalized world. By being attentive to the cultural, social, and
historical contexts in which people live, theologians aim to present the gospel in ways that are
meaningful and transformative without losing the essence of Christian faith.
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Several influential theologians and missionaries have pioneered contextual mission theology,
developing approaches that integrate Christian teaching with local cultures and social contexts.
These individuals have significantly shaped the way the gospel is presented and understood in
different cultural settings. Here are some of the key pioneers:

1. Gustavo Gutiérrez (1928—present)

- Contribution: Gustavo Gutiérrez is considered the founder of Liberation Theology, which emerged
in Latin America in the 1960s and 70s. His book A Theology of Liberation (1971) laid the foundation
for a theology that reads the Bible from the perspective of the poor and oppressed, emphasizing
God’s preferential option for the poor.

- Contextual Focus: Gutiérrez’s work contextualized theology within the socio-political struggles of
Latin America, particularly focusing on economic injustice and the marginalization of indigenous
peoples and the urban poor.

2. Vincent Donovan (1926—-2000)

- Contribution: Donovan was a Catholic missionary among the Maasai people in Tanzania, best
known for his book Christianity Rediscovered (1978), which chronicles his journey of rethinking
mission. Donovan emphasized that the gospel should be presented in a way that resonates with
indigenous cultures without imposing Western cultural norms.

- Contextual Focus: His pioneering approach was to allow the Maasai to engage with the gospel on
their own terms, integrating Christian faith with their cultural worldview. Donovan became a key
figure in reimagining cross-cultural mission work.

3. Lesslie Newbigin (1909-1998)

- Contribution: Newbigin, a British missionary and theologian, served in India for many years
before returning to the West. His work, including The Gospel in a Pluralist Society (1989), highlighted
the need for the gospel to be recontextualized within pluralistic and postmodern societies.

- Contextual Focus: Newbigin argued that every culture, including secular Western cultures,
requires a contextualized approach to mission. He critiqued the assumptions of modernity and
sought to renew mission theology by focusing on the intersection between faith and contemporary
culture.

4. Lamin Sanneh (1942-2019)

- Contribution: Lamin Sanneh, a Gambian scholar and professor at Yale University, was a key
advocate of translating the gospel into local languages and cultures. His influential work, Translating
the Message: The Missionary Impact on Culture (1989), argued that Christianity thrives when it is
rooted in indigenous cultures rather than imposed as a foreign religion.

- Contextual Focus: Sanneh’s focus was on the importance of cultural translation in mission. He
highlighted the role of Bible translation and argued that Christianity’s adaptability to various
cultures—especially through vernacular languages—was one of its strengths, in contrast to Islam’s
emphasis on the Arabic Qur'an.

5. Charles H. Kraft (1932—present)

- Contribution: Kraft, an anthropologist and missiologist, has been a leading figure in contextual
theology through his focus on dynamic equivalence in mission. His book Christianity in Culture
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(1979) explores how the gospel message can be translated meaningfully into different cultural
frameworks while remaining faithful to biblical teachings.

- Contextual Focus: Kraft’s work focuses on the intersection of anthropology and theology,
emphasizing the importance of understanding culture when engaging in mission work. He has
advocated for using cultural forms that people already understand and find meaningful as vehicles
for the gospel.

6. Andrew F. Walls (1928-2021)

- Contribution: Andrew Walls was a Scottish missiologist and historian who helped reframe global
Christian mission as an ongoing process of cultural engagement and adaptation. His books, including
The Missionary Movement in Christian History (1996), focus on how Christianity has been constantly
shaped by the cultures into which it has spread.

- Contextual Focus: Walls argued that Christianity is inherently translatable, meaning that as it
moves into new cultural contexts, it adopts and reshapes itself within those cultures. He saw this as
a strength of the faith, allowing it to thrive in diverse societies, including those in Africa, Asia, and
Latin America.

7. David Bosch (1929-1992)

- Contribution: A South African theologian, Bosch’s magnum opus Transforming Mission: Paradigm
Shifts in Theology of Mission (1991) has become a seminal work in missiology. Bosch provided a
comprehensive history of mission theology and emphasized the need for contextual mission in the
face of cultural diversity and post-colonial realities.

- Contextual Focus: Bosch argued that there is no single, timeless theology of mission. Instead,
mission must be continually rethought in light of different historical and cultural contexts. He
critiqued the colonial model of mission and called for a more dialogical, context-sensitive approach.

8. Shoki Coe (1914-1988)

- Contribution: Shoki Coe, a Taiwanese theologian, is credited with coining the term
contextualization in 1972. He emphasized the need for theological education and mission to be
relevant to local contexts, particularly in post-colonial societies.

- Contextual Focus: Coe’s vision of contextualization stressed that theology and mission should be
deeply embedded in local realities, including socio-political and economic challenges. His ideas
helped to shift mission theology away from a one-size-fits-all approach toward one that respects
local cultures and histories.

9. Kwame Bediako (1945-2008)

- Contribution: A Ghanaian theologian and scholar, Bediako is known for his work on the
relationship between African culture and Christianity. His book Christianity in Africa: The Renewal of
a Non-Western Religion (1995) explores how Christianity can be genuinely African without being a
mere extension of Western religion.

- Contextual Focus: Bediako argued for an African theological voice that takes seriously African
traditional religions and cultures. His work contributed to the ongoing development of African
Christian theology, demonstrating how Christianity could take root within African worldviews and
contexts.
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10. Hwa Yung (1947—present)

- Contribution: Hwa Yung, a Malaysian theologian and former bishop of the Methodist Church in
Malaysia, has contributed to the development of Asian contextual theology. His work explores how
Christianity can be authentically Asian and engage with the region's religious traditions and
philosophical heritage.

- Contextual Focus: Hwa Yung argues for a holistic gospel that addresses the spiritual, social, and
cultural needs of Asian societies. He has been involved in developing models of mission that respect
Asia's rich religious and cultural diversity, while remaining faithful to Christian teachings.

Others are: Roberto de Nobilli- India, Reichert- Thailand Lessons from the Life of Karl Reichelt (1877-
1952), Water Buffalo- Kasumo-Thailand, Bassetti- Sani- Arab world, Ethiopian Christ. An Ethiopian
View. Looking for Ancient African Religion? Try Christianity. The African religious imagination already
anticipates Christ. —Ernest Cleo Grant. The Christ of the Syrian Road-Syria, The Crown of Hinduism-
India, Farquhar 1920, Naby Adam and Naby Isa-Haidar Abu Ishag. And many others unrecognised.

The fathers of the mission movement in the 19" and 20™" centuries are now turning to their sons and
daughters to learn how to live, evangelise and live in the 21 century.

Conclusion

These pioneers have significantly shaped contextual mission theology, emphasizing the importance
of integrating Christian faith with local cultures, languages, and social realities. Their work has led to
a more nuanced, sensitive approach to mission, helping Christianity thrive in a wide array of cultural
contexts across the globe. Lausanne will build upon their bravery as they buck the trends of the
established church. Those churches that missionaries established produced a movement of
academies from those lands. They in turn have critiqued the cultural and theological baggage that
they brought and caused a growth in indigenous church. They seek to establish their own networks
and theology that fits their culture. Much to the chagrin and joy of some missions. Some have
welcomed this change and some has felt betrayed. Wherever this movement has taken over there
has been rapid church growth. See India, Philippines, Indonesia, Latin America Nigeria, Kenya, North
Africa, Iran and Afghanistan. Even Saudi Arabia has borne fruit.

Conclusion: Moving Forward with Confidence

As you turn the final pages of this book, you may find yourself at a crossroads, wondering what steps
to take next. The journey of decision-making and forward movement is ongoing, shaped by faith,
wisdom, and action. While no single path fits all, there are essential principles that can guide you as
you step into the future with confidence.

Reflect and Apply

Take time to reflect on what you have learned. What insights have resonated with you the most?
How can you apply them to your current situation? Growth happens not just through knowledge but
through intentional action. Consider keeping a journal to document your thoughts, prayers, and
progress.

Seek Guidance and Community

No one walks this journey alone. Seek wise counsel from mentors, friends, and trusted advisors.
Surround yourself with people who encourage and challenge you to pursue your calling with clarity
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and conviction. If you are facing uncertainty, lean on your faith, trusting that God’s wisdom and
provision will sustain you. Read abought pioneers from this generation.

Take Action, Even If Small

The next step doesn’t have to be grand; it simply needs to be forward. Small steps of faith and
obedience can lead to transformative results. Whether it’s reaching out to someone for advice,
committing to a new discipline, or stepping into an opportunity, movement creates momentum.
Study church history and see how they responded to challenges.

Keep Learning and Growing

The process of discerning and pursuing the right path is continuous. Stay open to new learning,
whether through books, conversations, or experiences. Growth often comes from unexpected
places, and a teachable heart will always find new doors opening. Travel as much as you can to other
lands and cultures.

Trust the Journey

Every season has a purpose. Even in times of waiting or apparent setbacks, trust that you are being
prepared for what lies ahead. Continue to seek God’s direction, knowing that He is faithful to guide
those who seek Him wholeheartedly.

As you move forward, may you do so with courage, clarity, and conviction. The best is yet to come,

and the steps you take today will shape the journey ahead. Keep going—your story is still being
written.
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