Juuior u3 kuuru bara Ueopa
«YHnaJaoK BOCTOYHOIO0 XpUCTUAHCTBA B nepuoa Mcaama»

EPILOGUE
from “The decline of Eastern Christianity under Islam” by Bat Ye’or

JAnMMHAN3M  — 3TO HUCTOPUYECKUH, TNOJATHYECCKUW, COUMAIBbHBIA H
reorpadudeckuii ¢paxkt. TeppuTopus €ro pacnpocTpaHeHus, XOTs U pa3HOOOpa3Ha,
ONpeAeIeHa OYEHb YETKUMH KOHTYPAMHU U TPAaHULAMU. DTO KUBOW HUCTOPUUECKUN
(heHOMEH, UMEIOIIHI CBOM MEPHUO/Ibl YBEIUUYCHUSI U YMEHBIICHUSI TEPPUTOPUU €O
pacnpoCcTpaHeHus. JTO SBICHUE, 3aTPATUBAIOIIEE OTPOMHOE MHOKECTBO HApPOIOB,
MUJUTMOHBI JIIOJIEW OLIYIIAIOT Ha ce0e OrpaHWYEHUs, HajlaraeMble JUMMHHU3MOM.
Jummvusm  dopmupyeT 4dacTh OOIEd HCTOPUM YEJIOBEUECTBA U OMpeAeisieTcs
KOHKPETHBIMH XapaKTEPHBIMH OCOOEHHOCTSIMHM, KOTOPBIE JENAIOT €ro OTACIbHOU
KaTeropueut. JIMTeNIbHOCTh CYLIECTBOBAHUS JUMMHUN3Ma BapbUPOBAIACH OT MECTa
K MECTY, OXBaThIBasi CTOJIETHUS UK Jjaxe OOJIbIlle, YEM ThICSAUYETIETHUE.

JIuMMHUU3M — 3TO pPa3BUBAIOLIAACS, a HE CTAaTU4YHAsg CUCTEMA, CBOEHU
COOCTBEHHON TUHAMHUKON OHA 00si3aHa MOCTOSTHHOMY pa3Buthio. Clie10BaTeNbHO,
€ro HEBO3MOXHO OMNHCaTh TaKUMU (DOPMYIHPOBKAMHU, KaK <«PEIIUTHO3HOE
MEHBIIMHCTBO,  HAXOMAUIEECsd  MOJ  3alUTOW»»,  <«CHUCTEMA  HCIAMCKOU
TOJIEPAHTHOCTU» WJIM <«TpaxkJaHe BToporo copta». I[locpeacTtBom dorccuxada u
wapuama JTAMMHMU3M CTaJl CUJIOM, ONPENECIIOLIEN YENOBEUECKYH uMcToputo. Ha
TEPPUTOPUU PAA KOHTUHEHTOB, HAuMHAs C LIEHTPAa CBOETO PACHpPOCTPAHEHUs B
ApaBuu, TUMHUU3M TOCTOSIHHO CTAHOBWJICS NMPUYMHON BOWH. OH IPOBOLMPOBAI
OeCUMCIIEHHbIE MSTEXH U BOOPYKEHHBIE BTOPKEHHUS €BPONEUCKUX TOCYAapCTB, a
Takxke Poccuu. B neBaATHaaIaTOM BEKE OH OIPEEIIAI HOJIUTUKY ITUX TOCYAapCTB,
KOTOPBIE TO OTMEHSIIM, TO HACAXKIAJIU ITO SABJIECHUE HA ballkaHax.

N3-3a guMMumM3Ma  HUCYE37I0 MHOXXECTBO  HApOJOB U OJECTAUX
nuBwin3anui. OH chopmupoBan U pa3pylminia OECUHUCIEHHOE KOJIMYECTBO
MOKOJIEHWM U CHUCTEM LIEHHOCTEH. Jaxke cerogHs OH NBUKET IOJUTUYECKUMHU U
BOCHHBIMU CHUJIAMH TI0 BCEMY MHPY. DTO 00JIaCTh UCCIEOBAHUS U CPABHEHUS IS
KOMaH/bl YUY€HBIX, SBISIOMIMXCA OKCIEPTAMU B CaMbIX pPa3HbIX O00JACTSIX.
JuMMmun3M TpeOyeT MHOTOMEPHOIO MOJXOJ]d, MPUHUMAIOIIET0 BO BHUMAaHUE
B3aUMOJIEHCTBHE MHOXECTBA ()aKTOPOB. ITO HE TOT BUJl UCTOPHH, TJ€ XOPOIIEee C
OIHOM CTOPOHBI MOXXHO OTAEIUTH OT IUIOXOr0 C APYrOW CTOPOHBI, TaK Kak B
T000M YEJIOBEUECKOM 3I0CE BCE CMEIIMBACTCS U HAaKJaJbIBAe€TCs APYTr Ha Apyra
BO BpeMeHHU. ToJIbKO OJieTHOE OTPa)KEHUE U OTAAIEHHOE 3XO BO3ZHUKAIOT U3 3TOTO
CIUIETEHUS CTOJETHUM M HapoHoB. /[aHHOE HCCrnenoBaHWE HU IOATBEPKIAAECT, HU
OTPHIAET MPHUHIUIIA HCIAMCKON TosepaHTHOCTH. OHO HE MPETEHAYET Ha POJib
IEHHOro  cyxJeHus. OHO orpaHuuyuBaercs (QOpMyNIHpOBKOM TeM 1A
Pa3MBILUIEHNS U CBOMMU BBIBOJAMU IIOJJHUMAET HOBBIE BOIIPOCHI.

Kakoit Bum HaceneHus sBisieTcss o0bekToM aumumsma? [lodemy oHO
MOTJIONIACT IEbIe HAPOJIbI, a APYruM yHa€Tcsi ocBOOOAMTHCS OT Hero? Kakwme
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CUJIbl OPTaHU3YIOT U BHEAPSIOT €T0, BEK 32 BEKOM, 310Xa 3a 3MOX0U, MOJIECIHUPYSICh
M0 TICPBOHAYAIBHOMY TIPOEKTY, JOJTOCPOYHOMY TOJUTHUYeCKoMy Tutany? C
JIPYrol CTOPOHBI, KaKOBBI MAaTOr€HHbIE (AKTOPbl B KYJIbType, SBISAIONIEHCS
O0OBEKTOM JMMMHUU3Ma, KOTOphie pabOTalOT Ha CBOE caMOpa3pyllieHHe U
CIIOCOOCTBYIOT eMy? OTO JNW4YHas aMOUIUs, NPEIaTeNbCTBO, MEXKI0yCOOHas
BOMHA, HEOCO3HAHHOE >KEJIIAHUE CMEPTH, OIIYIIAeMOE MATEPUATIUCTUYHBIM H
YTOHYEHHBIM OOIIECTBOM, OECIIOMOIIHBIX U HECIOCOOHBIX OOPOTHCSA ISl TOTO,
9TOOBI BBDKHUTH? J[MMMHH3M, W 3TO HYXHO TOMYEPKHYTH, SBJISETCS B pPaBHOU
CTENEHH, KaK UCTOPUEN YTHETEHUS, TaK U UCTOPUEN COTPYAHUYECTBA. BO3MOKHO
OH He pa3Bwics Obl 0e3 ?3TOro COTPyAHUYECTBA, Oiarojgaps XOpoOIIo
c(hOopMyJIMpOBaHHBIM TIpaBUJAM M LENAM MEXIYy BOEHHBIM MEHBITUHCTBOM
3aXBAaTUUKOB U BBICOKO IMBWJIM30BAHHBIMU OOIIECTBAMH, HAXOJAIIUMUCS B
OOJIBIIMHCTBE, KOTOPhIE OTKA3aJUCh OT 3alllUThl CBOEr0 HAcjeaus u OorarcTBa OT
MHOCTPaHHBIX apMHil. DTO BKJIIOYAJIO B ce0sl mepenady IIEHHOCTEH OT Ooratoro
Hapojaa OeIHOMY, HO M KaXKJbIi pa3 HOBOM IMBHJIM3AIMUA HA OOJIOMKAaX MPEKHEH.
CrpemiieHre UCIaMHU3UPOBATH OTPOMHOE KOJIMYECTBO HAPOJI0B, IPOKUBAIOIIUX Ha
OTPOMHBIX TEpPpUTOpHUsAX, mpoctuparmuxcs ot Poccun no Cynana, ot Marpuba
no Wnauu Moriao Obl OKOHYUTHCS MPOBAJIOM, U HCTOPUS JACHCTBUTEIHHO 3HAET
ToMy npuMepbl. CBOMM yCceXoM AUMMHH3M 00s13aH Kak 0€3yMHOMY OecCTpalluio
conpmar HMcmama #  XUTPOCTM €ro MOJUTHUKOB, Tak H  IPOJIa’KHOCTH,
npeaaTeabCTBaM, aKTUBHOMY MOCOOHHMYECTBY JUAEPOB OuMMU U aMOUIIMO3HBIM
BEPOOTCTYITHUKAM.

B To Bpems kak ymma oObeAuHsIA BECh CBOM BOCHHBIN, AeMoTrpaduieckuid,
IOPUAAYECKUN U DKOHOMUYECKUMN MOTEHIINAJ BOKPYT €JUHCTBEHHOU LIEJIH, JUIEPbI
JUMMH,  pa3/IeICHHbIE  PEJIUTHO3HBIM  CEKTAHTCTBOM UM SKOHOMHYECKUM
MparMaTU3MOM CTPEMUJIUCH HAKOMHUTH OOraTCTBO MPU FOCHOACTBYIOIIEM BIUSHUU
apaboB u TypkoB. Ha camom nene Obuio ObI ropasjio Jierdye mpeAcTaBUTh 3TO Kak
HUCTOPUIO TPOJAKHOCTH, TPYCOCTH, CIIETIOTHI M Mallofyiius. Tem He MeHee,
JTUMMHHU3M PacKphIBaeT JPYryl0 pealibHOCTh. BoT Haponbl, 00beAMHUBIINE
AJUIMHUCTUYECKOE Hacieaue U ONOJICHCKYI0 JYXOBHOCTh, PACIPOCTPAHIIN UYEO-
XPUCTUAHCKYIO LUBWIM3ALMIO BIUIOTh 10 EBpomnsl u Poccun. Myneu, xpucrtuane,
30pOacTPHMIIbl, 3aBOCBAHHBIE TJIEMEHAMH KOYEBHUKOB, HA MPOTSXKEHUU CTOJIETHUM
VUYUIIA CBOMX yTrHETaTesliell MCKYCCTBY YHpPABJICHUS UMIEPUSIMU, HEOOXOJIUMOCTH
UMETh 3aKOH W TMOPSAJIOK, YIpaBlIeHHUIO (pUHAHCAMH, PYKOBOJCTBY TOopoJaMu H
CEJIbCKOM MECTHOCTBIO, BMECTO TIpaleka YUYWIM MOPSAKY HaJIoroo0I0XKeHus,
HaykaMm, ¢uiocodun, JIUTEpaType U HUCKYyCCTBAM, OpraHu3aluud U Mepenade
3HaHUM, KOpOU€e rOBOPsi, HAYaTKaM M OCHOBAM ITUBUJIM3AIUU.

OHu ObUIM  KpECThSIHAMH, KOTOPBIE CESJIM CEMEHa, HacaXJald U
oOpabatbIBaiy, nmaxajid, coOupaiu ypoxkaid u paboTaiau Ha MOJSIX, 3a00TUIIUCH O
(pYKTOBBIX Cajax U CKOTe, ObUIM MYENOBOJIaMH U BUHOJENaMHu, depMepaMu U
pabotHukamu. B ropojgax OHM OBUIM pEMECICHHHKAMH, KOTOphle paldoTaid,
KOBAJIM, TUICIM W MOJACIHUPOBAIN OACKAY, CTEKOJBIIUKAMU, MOpPSAKAMU H
ToproBuamMu. OHU ObUIM TaKXe IUIAHUPOBIIMKAMH TOPOJIOB, KOTOPHIE CO3/1aBaJIH
ropoja, apXuTeKTopaMmu, KOTOpbIE€ MPOSKTUPOBATU MEUETH U UCIAMCKHUE JBOPIIBI,
KaMEHIIMKaMH, KOTOpbI€ CTPOWJIM HMX U JIOJbMH, KOTOpPbIE MOJJIEPKUBAIU B
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pabodeM COCTOSTHUM MOCTBI M akBeyKu. Kak XyJ0KHUKHA OHM CO3/IaBaJli, Basid U
mWEeapo JEIWIACh CBOMM T€HHUEM C <HUCIAMCKUM HCKYCCTBOM», TE€HHUEM,
mIeIeBpaMi KOTOPOTO MbI BOCTOPTaeMcsl MO CEW JI€Hb, TEHUEM KOTOPBINA OKHUBUI
OECKOHEUHOE pa3HooOpa3ue MEHee PAa3BUTHIX BUJOB HCKYCCTB JOMCIAMCKOMN
cpeauzeMHOMOpcko mmBuian3anuu. Kak mnucarenu, yueHble, ¢uiaocopsl u
WCTOPUKHU OHU MPUICIKHO M3y4alu 3HAHWs, NEpeJaHHble UM 4depe3 cronetusa. Kak
MEePEBOYMKU U TEPETNHCUUKH, OHU 3aMUCHIBAIN BCE 3TU 3HAHUS JJISl TOTO, YTOOBI
HanUTaTh UMW CBOMX HEOTECAHHBIX 3aXBATYUKOB.

Pazopennbie paz3vsimu B CEIbCKOM MECTHOCTH, OHM HUCKAJIM YOEXulla B
ropojiax, KOTOpble OHU PAa3BHIIM U YKPACUJIU. 3aKJIEUMEHHBIE MIO30POM 3aXBaTUYUKHU
BCE emé MpoJoJDKalld TNepeMeniaTh MX U3 OJHOT0 PEeruoHa B JAPYroi, 4TOOBI
BO3POJINTh OIYCTOLICHHBIE 3€MJIM W BOCCTAHOBUTH pPAa3rpoOMJIEHHbIE Topojaa. U
BHOBb OHU CTPOWIM, U BHOBb OHM paloTanu. M BHOBb UX H3TOHSIHU, CHOBa
OrpabJIeHHBIX U OCBOOOXKIEHHBIX 3a BBIKYI. [10 Mepe Toro kak JUMMU MPUXOIAIN
B yHaJO0K, UCTOIICHHbIE (PU3MYECKU U JTYXOBHO, UX LMBWIM3ALMS KaK TaKoBas
ucye3asa; ynagHU4ecTBO CIOCOOCTBOBANIO 3aCTOI0 BapBapCTBa, KOTOPOE MPABUIIO
TEepb B 3€MIISIX, MPEXIe OBIBIIUMU 3EMIISIMU IIUBUIIM3AIUU, YPOXKAEB W
M300MITHS.

Onura, coexasmas B EBpomy, yHecna ¢ co0oil cBOW KyJbTYpHBIA Oarax,
CBOM Hay4HbI€ I[IO3HAHHUS W 3HAHUE aHTUYHOM Kiaccuku. C 3TUX MOp B
XPUCTUAHCKUX CTpaHax, cTaBmux npudexwuinem: Ucnanuu, [Iposance, Cunmiuu,
Ntanuu chopMupoBaICh HEHTPHI KYJIbTYpPbl, B KOTOPHIX XPUCTUAHE U HYIEU U3
WCIIAMU3UPOBAHHBIX CTPaH MPENOAABAIIA MOJIOABIM €BPOIECUIIaM 3HAHUS IPEBHETO
nouciamckoro Boctoka, npexae nepeBeIeHHbIX Ha apaOCKU S3bIK X MPEIKaAMH.
Konebnsice mexnay aBymsi 6eperamu Cpeau3eMHOTO MOPS, HOCPEIHUKU MEXKITY
JIByMsl IMBWIM3ALUAMHU, NUMMHU OO€CHeYMBajIud TOPIOBIIO, OOMEH, JBUKEHUE
TOBapOB U UJEH, a TaKXKe Mepenady TeXHOJIOruu, oboramias ce0s U JApyrux CBoe
M300peTaTeIbHOCTRIO. 3aTeM B JIEBSATHAAIIATOM Beke, Koraa EBpoma mpuoTKphLia
3aBeCy I1030pa, KOTOpas HAyIIWIa HUX, OHU BHOBb CTOJKHYJUCh C BBI30BOM
coBpemMeHHOCTU. JKenesHble jgoporu, Tenerpad, mneyaTh, KYpPHAIUCTHKA,
TPAHCIIOPT, MUHAYCTpUS, OAHKOBCKOE €10 — Be3J€ OHMU ObUIM CIOJBHKHUKAMHU
pPa3BUTHS, 3aKBACKOW LIMBUJIM3ALHUH U 3BOJIONUU. V1 BHOBb HEYTOMUMBIE AEHaTEIN
mporpecca, CTPOUTENM LMBWIM3ALMK, OHH CO3JaBAId  HHPPACTPYKTYPY
coBpeMmeHHOocTH OT Ilepcum mo Marpuba. 1 cHOBa m3rHaHHbIE BOH, OTpalJieHHBIE,
YHUYTOXKEHHbIE, OHM Oexanu B Awmepuku, EBpomny, WM3pawnb, rae apmsHe,
MapOHUTHI, CUPHUHIbI, XalJled, KONThl M UYIE€H >XWIA CBOUM COOCTBEHHBIM
TPYJIOM, a He Ojarojaps MeXAyHapoaHou OnarorBoputelbHOCTU. C TeX mop OT
Typuuu no Upana u B apaOCKUX CTpaHaX HUYTOKHBIE OCTATKHU MPEKIE MHOKECTBA
XpUCTHAH U WYAEEB, KOIJa-TO HACEISABIIUX O3TH 3€MJH, celuac Oynyduu B
MEHBIIIMHCTBE MBITAIOTCS BBDKUTH. TOJBKO KJIaAOMINA U pa3BaAIMHbl HATTOMUHAIOT
00 wux mnpomuioM. WX wucropuueckue, MNOIUTHYECKUE U KyJIbTypHbIE IIpaBa
PacTBOPWIINCH B BEJIUMKOM 3a0BEHUHM BPEMEHH, B UX y3ypIHUPOBAHHOU HCTOpUU. B
ATOM TJIaBHBIM CMBICII TUMMHUU3Ma —3a0BEHUE B HEOBITUM U HUYTOKHOCTH.

Xorenoch Obl OKOHYUTH JAHHOE MCCIEJIOBAaHUE, OTAAB MM JOJDKHOE. Ha
CaMOM JeJIe M0 MEpe TOro, KaKk MPOXOAWIIN CTOJETHS, 3TH JIFOAU, OTBEPKCHHBIC
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UCTOpHUEN pacKpbIBAIOT OECKOHEYHOE pa3HOOOpa3ue YeIOBEUECKOTO XapaKTepa.
[logoOocTpacTHble,  KOPPYMIHUPOBAHHBIE,  TPYCIUBBIE,  MAJOAYIIHbIE U
CaMOHaJIesTHHbIE, HO TaKk)Xe 0Opa3oBaHHBIC, TPYAOJIIOOUBBIE U T'€POUYHBIE - BCE
aCIEeKThl YEJIOBEUECKOW MPUPO/IbI CMEIIaHHBIE APYT C APYTOM; JIMIa KPOBU U CJIE3,
MYAPOCTU U COMHEHHS, IEPEIIaBICHHBIE B THICSUEIETHIOIO YETIOBEYECKYIO Marmy,
K KOTOPOI UCTOPUKHU MPUOIMIKAIOTCS TOIBKO C YBAXKEHUEM, HE BBIHOCS CY>KJICHUM.

I'noccapuii

YMMma — MycynbMaHCKasi 00IIMHA

Pa33bs —Haber, coBepiliaeMblii ¢ 1IeJIbI0 TOTYYeHUs JOOBIUN
Jl>xrxan — cBsileHHas BoiiHa, pa3peinieHHass Kopanom
JInMMH — ITpY MyCYJIBMAaHCKOM NPAaBJIEHUHA MEHBIIUHCTBO,
JIFOY BTOPOTO COPTa, KOTOPBIE TIJIATAT HAJIOTH

JAMMMHUU3M — [IOJIO)KEHUE TUMMU

[ITapuar — cBsmeHHsIn 3akoH Mcimama

JIK13bsi — HAJIOTHU, KOTOPBIE IUIATAT JUMMHU

['a3u — yyacTHUK pa33bs

Bonpochsi:

1. SBnsiercs M COBpPEMEHHBIM pPOCT HUCIAMCKOro  (¢yHJAaMeHTaaIu3Ma
MPEICMEPTHBIMU MyKaMU YMHPAIOIIECH UCOIOTHH ?

2. Moxert nu Mcitam 0TKa3aThCs OT SBICHUN, IEPSUUCIICHHBIX B TJIOCCAPHH ?

3. MoXeT 1epKOBb €IMHOIYITHO BBICTYIUTHh MPOTUB THETA, CYIIECTBYIOIIETO /10
CHUX TIOp B MYCYJIbMaHCKUX CTpaHax?

4. [IpunepkuBaeTcs JU EPKOBh LIEIMKOM Kypca €BaHTeNIN3alUi BCEX STHUYECKUX
TPy HACEICHUS MUpa?
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EPILOGUE
from “The decline of Eastern Christianity under Isldm’Bat Ye’'or

Dhimmitude is a historical, political, social, and geogreghfact. Its spatial area, though
variable, is determined by very precise contours and frentié is a living historical
phenomenon with periods of expansion and retraction. Numeropdepehave been affected
and millions of individuals have experienced its conssailitforms part of the general story
of mankind. It is determined by specific characters wihnglke it a distinctive category. Its
duration has varied from place to place, covering centariesore than a millennium.

Dhimmitude is an evolving and not a static system, odligg its own dynamic toward a
constant development. Consequently, it cannot be confinéairmulas such as "protected
religious minority,” "system of Islamic tolerance," orsetond-class citizens."
Dhimmitude-via its agentslihad and Sharia has been a force determining human history. It
motivated constant wars over a number of continentsrgjerom its heartland of expansion
in Arabia. It has provoked numerous rebellions and armeds/émteons by European states
and by Russia; in the nineteenth century it dominategitiicy of these states, who differed
on its abolition or its maintenance in the Balkans.

Dhimmitude has engulfed in death many peoples and briliasiizations. It has molded
and shattered countless generations and conditioned mestaliven today, it propels
worldwide political and military forces. It is a field ofviestigation and comparison for
multidisciplinary teams of experts. It requires a muiteinsional approach, taking into
account the interaction of multiple factors. It is na #ort of history where the good on one
side can be distinguished from the bad on the other, foanynhuman epic, everything
intermingles and overlaps as time unfolds. Only paleectfins and faint echoes emerge
from this tangle of centuries and multitudes. The pitestmly neither confirms nor denies
the principle of Islamic tolerance. It does not pretend ta laalue judgment. It restricts itself
to formulating themes for reflection and raising a fewstions by way of conclusion.

Which are the populations targeted by dhimmitude? Why dahgulf entire peoples, and
why did others succeed in freeing themselves from itatVdine the forces which organize
and impose it, century after century, wave upon wave, lmglédhemselves on an initial
design, a long-term political plan? On the other handtal&the pathogenic causes within
the culture targeted which aid and work toward its selfrdeson? Is it personal ambition,
betrayal, internecine war, an unconscious death wifthbfe materialistic and refined
societies, powerless and incapable of fighting to survidbimmitude-and this must be
stressed-is as much the history of oppression as of colladvoritwould probably not have
developed without this collaboration-through well-defined rulsd aims-between a
conquering militarist minority and highly civilized maigyr societies, who abandoned the
defence of their heritage and their wealth to foreigmies. It involved the transfer of
possessions from rich peoples to poor peoples, but also the baithliphtions on the ashes
of the old. A quest to Islamize multitudes of peoples ovet tastories, stretching from
Russia to the Sudan, from the Maghreb to the Indus, cavd failed-and history indeed
often seems to hesitate. Its success owes as mucle tpasionate fearlessness of the
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soldiers of Islam and the shrewdness of its politiciansjt adoes to the venality, the
betrayals, and the active cooperatiomlanmi leaders and ambitious renegades.

Whereas theimma united all its military, demographic, legal, and econopatential around

a single goal, thedhimmi leaders-divided by religious sectarianism and economic
pragmatism-were eager to accumulate wealth under Avdbrarkish domination. Actually,

it would be easy to present this as a story of corruption,abee, blindness, and
pusillanimity. And yet dhimmitude reveals another rgalllere are peoples who, having
integrated the Hellenistic heritage and biblical smfity, spread the Judeo-Christian
civilization as far as Europe and Russia. Jews, Cimistiand Zoroastrians, conquered by
nomadic bands, taught their oppressors, with the patiencendéiries, the subtle skills of
governing empires, the need for law and order, the mamage of finances, the
administration of town and countryside, the rules of taratather than those of pillage, the
sciences, philosophy, literature and the arts, the @ag@om and transmission of
knowledge-in short, the rudiments and foundations of civitina

They were the peasants who sowed, planted, and farmed; whghet, harvested, and
worked in the fields; who cared for the orchards and thderalkte beekeepers and vine
growers; the farmers and laborers. In the towns theye wke artisans who worked,

hammered, wove, and fashioned objects; the glaziers, ssadod merchants. They, were
also the town planners who conceived the towns, the ecthitvho designed the mosques
and the Islamic palaces, the masons who but them, angetie who maintained bridges
and aqueducts. As artists they created, chiseled, arel gmnverously of their genius to
“Islamic art"-a genius which had animated the archite, sculpture, mosaics and the
infinite variety of the minor arts of a pre-Islamic tlerranean civilization which we still

admire today. As writers, scholars, poets, Philosophers,h@tdrians, they assiduously
studied the knowledge handed down over the centuries. Aslai@ns and copyists, they
transcribed this sum of knowledge in order that it mightisbuheir un- coutltonquerors.

Decimated by razzias in the countryside, they soughgeein towns which they developed
and embellished. Branded with opproprobrium, the conquerorsisile to drag them from
region to region in order to revive ravaged lands and restored towns. Once again they
built, again they worked. Once again they were driven aghin pillaged and ransomed.
And as they dwindled, drained of their blood and spirit, cadlan itself disappeared,
decadence stagnated barbarism reigned over lands whicigustgywhen they had been
theirs were lands of civilization, of crops and of plenty.

The elites who fled to Europe took their cultural baggagé wiem, their scholarship and
their knowledge of the classics of antiquity. Thencefoith, the Christian lands of
refuge-Spain, Provence, Sicily, Italy-cultural cesteleveloped where Christians and Jews
from Islamised lands taught to the young Europe the knowledigie old pre-Islamic
Orient, formerly translated into Arabic by their ancest@traddling the two shores of the
Mediterranean, intermediaries between two civilizatidhey ensured trade, exchanges, the
circulation of commodities and ideas, and the transfer afnt@ogy, enriching themselves
and others by their ingenuity Then, in the nineteestiitury, when Europe lifted the screed
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of opprobrium which stifled them, again they met the enge of modernity. Railways,
telegraph, printing, journalism, transport, industry, bagkieverywhere they were the
promoters, the leaven of civilization and evolution. Ongairg tireless artisans of progress,
builders of civilization, they created the infrastruetunf modernity from Persia to the
Maghreb. And once again driven out, despoiled, decimated,figd\to the Americas, to
Europe, to Israel, where Armenians, Maronites, Syri@igldeans, Copts, and Jews live
from their own labor and not from international charitynekforth, from Turkey to Iran and
the Arab countries, micro minorities struggle along, tast remnants of multitudes of
Christians and Jews who formerly populated those lands. €ameteries and ruins recall
their past. Their historical, political, and culturaghts dissolve in the great oblivion of time
and, in their usurped history, the profound sense of dhirdmitsi revealed: obliteration in
non-existence and nothingness.

And so this study would prefer to conclude with a tributde@d, as the centuries shed their
leaves, these rejects of history disclose the infivétgety of the human character. Servile,
corrupt, cowardly, pusillanimous, and presumptuous, but alamdd, industrious, and
heroic; all aspects blended and intermingled; faces of bloddeans, faces of wisdom and
enquiry, molded in a thousand-year-old human magma whelistorian only approaches
with respect and without judgment.

Glossary

Umma The Muslim community

Razzia Raid for which booty is the objective

Jihad Holy War sanctioned by the Qur'an

Dhimmi The Minority peoples under Islamic rule, secolad€ citizens paying tax
Dhimmitude The state of being a Dhimmi

Sharia Law The Holy law of Islam

Jiziya Taxes paid by Dhimmi

Ghazi One who takes part in a razzia

Questions.

1. Is the current rise of Islamic fundamentalism thetliéhroes of a dying ideology?

2. Can Islam renounce the above 8 items in the glossary?

3. Can the church speak with a more united voice aghmstppression still in Islamic
lands?

4. Is the church fundamentally on course to take the gtspdlethnic groups.?
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